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FOREWORD 

As ll»c world marks the 50th anniversaries of dio victories in the global anti-faKitl war »nJ 
China's War or Resistance Against Japan nnd the founding or (he United Nations, it must not be 
forgotten that twice in this century mankind has suffered from the enormity of world war, that 
war lias repeatedly brought man catastrophic suffering. 

Given the now international situation, the importance of nnns control and disarmament has 
become ever more apparent to the International community, both as a component or national 
security policies and us an effective measure to reduce tho dangor of war. 

China needs a peaceful environment in order to be able lo devote itself completely to lis socialist 
modernization program. Guided by its aspiration to pcaco and dovclopmcut, China has spared no 
effort to safogunrd international peace, security and stability and afforded (he greatest concern lo 
Krms control and disarmament. China has always opposed tho arms race nnd advocated that the 
danger of wnr be lessened of eliminated through arms control and disarmament. As the 
international .situation has changed, China, while retaining die precondition that the nation 
maintain necessary defence capabilities, tins unilaterally adopted * eerie* nf mout-urcK aimed at 
disarmament. These include greatly reducing military staff, reducing defence spending, strictly 
controlling transfers of sensitive materials, technology and military equipment and converting 
dofencc technologies industry lo civilian produolion. China has further mado its duo contributions 
ns n developing nation and n permanent member of the United "Nations Security Council, 
proffering many realistic, rational proposals geared to actively promote the international arms 
control and disarmament process. 

China's efforts toward arms control and disarmament have proven to the world that it is positive, 
sincere and responsible regards resolving lids issue. China has been and always will remain a 
rcliablo force in the cause of safeguarding world peace and promoting mankind's common 
development, 

1. Promoting Pence nnd Development for All Mankind 

Working fur lasting world pence nnd creatine a happy life and an advanced culture for all 
mankind, lolly ideals held by all the world's peoples, aro likowlso the sincerely held Aspirations 
or the Chinese people. 

The Chinese nation loves peace dearly and has made major contributions to peace and other 
progressive causos for all of mankind. Modem history has served as grim witness to China's great 
sufferings and the humiliation of die Chinese pcoplo aa tho result of imperial)!! and caloninlUl £ 
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invasion and partition. Coonllcsi Chinese sons and daughter, shed dwir blood or laid down their 
lives to froo tho nation from this cniel bondage and plundering, advancing wave upon wave, until 
na.ionnl liberation and independence were finally won under live Iwkntip of U.e Ctommuiwrt 
Party or China. Tlic Chinese people Imow only loo well ihc fn» value of independence, 
sovereignly and oquattly. 

China's guiding principle of seeking peace and development has been reflected in each of the 
constitutions the nation has adopted sine* the founding of New Chin*. The Common Program of 
the Chinese People'* Political Consultative Conference, which was passed ol ihc First Plenary 
Sessit.il or the CPPCC in September. 1949 nud served as a provisional stale constitution, 
affirmed thnt China would "stand for lasting international peace and friendly cooperation among 
the people of the world, and oppose the imperialist policies or agression and war," The 
Constitution or 1954 stipulated thnt "the steadfast policy of our country in international alTairs is 
to work hard for the lofty goal of world peace and progress for mankind." We present 
Constitution, adopted in 1982, once again stales that China 'Wives to safeguard world peace and 
promote the cau«o of human progress.* 

The forces for world peace hnvc grown rapidly »inco Ihc 19flUs, and pence and development have 
become tho two major Usuod of tho day. CluWc scientific analysis of the development trends and 
chnraclcrislies or the international situation has produced the conclusion that with the concerted 
efforts of people throughout tltc world, not only a now world war can be deferred but also enn 
possibly be avoided as welt. In the new era of I peace and development, tho task of first 
importance facing the Chinese people is to develop the economy and change the poverty and 
backwardness of Ihc nation. With this in mind, China has focused its development strategy on 
economic construction. 

China's modernization program is an important component of the cause for the common 
development and progress of mankind. A peaceful International environment is necessary for 
China's development and a prosperous and stable China, in turn, will increasingly benofit world 
peace. F«r this reason, China unwaveringly paretic* an independent foreign policy of peace. It 
resolutely protects its national indopondonco and sovereignly and opposes foreign inlcrfcrcnco; 
seeks to establish and develop extensive, friendly relations with all the countries in the world on 
the bnats of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, strengthen unity and cooperation with 
developing countries- and actively devolop good rotations with neighboring nations; stands for 
the proposition that all nations, big or small, arc equal and opposes liegcmonlsm and power 
politics in any form, advocates the settlement of international disputes through peaceful means; 
aud opposes tho threat or U90 or force in international relations. 

China's national defence policy is defensive in nature. Its basic goals arc to consolidate national 
defence, resist foreign aggression, defend the notion's sovereignly over its territory t territorial 
waters and air spnee as well as its maritime rights and interests, and safeguard notional unity and 
security. National defence building in China is subordinate to and in service of llic notion's 
ovcrnll economic construction, adhering to the principles of "combining peacetime with 
wartime" nnd "integrating tho army with tho people." In tonus of military strategy, China follows 
o policy of positive defence nnd adheres to the idea of peopled war China docs not seek world 
or regional hegemony. China does not station any troops or set up any military oases tn any 
foreign country. China's national defence building is not directed ngainM miy country t and thus, 
doos not pose a throat to any country. 

In carrying out its foreign policy and national defence building, China attaches importance to the 
positive role of anus control nnd disarmament, holding thnt nrms control und disarmament arc 
conducive to reducing and eliminating the danger of war nnd increasing factors for 
international peace and security. Such controls and reductions will help improve relations nnd 
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mutual trust among nations and wilt enable the contribution of more resources, capital and 
technology to economic and social development. 

Protracted, unremitting efforts by tho international community linvc led to gicol progress in 
international arms control and disarmament in the post few years. Nonothobss, mankind should 
rcmflln coolly cognizant that the path to international armc control and disarmament ic still 
extremely complex and difficult While somo progress has been made in nuclear disarmament, 
the major nuclear powers* with the world's mort sophisticated and largest quantity of nuclear 
weapons in hnnd, have neither abandoned their nuclear deterrent polioy nor stoppod tho 
dcvolopmont of nuclear weapons and outer spaco weapons including guided missile defence 
systems. On the ono hand, they vie with oneanoihcr in dumping Uicir advanced weapons on the 
international market, even using weapons transfers as a means to interfere in olhor nations 1 
domestic affairs. On the nthor, they resort to discrimin olive anti-proliferation and arms control 
measures, directing tho spearhead of amis control at the developing countries. 

China holds that tho international community should promote fair, rational, comprehensive und 
balanced arms control and disarnuimcnt and observe the following principles: 

— AH nations should follow tlic purposes and principles for enfeguarding international peace und 
security contained in the Ginrlcr of the United Nations nnd other relevant international legal 
norms. At the same time arms control and disarmament Is worked for, agression must be curbed. 
Regional conflict* must be fairly and rationally resolved and force or ducat of force should not 
be used in international relations. Hegcmonism and power politics should be eliminated in 
international relations, so as to crcnte on international environment nnd conditions favourable to 
disanuumunt. 

-- The ultimate goal of disarmament is the complete prohibition and thorough destruction of 
nuclear weapons nnd other weapons of moss destruction (including chemical and biological 
-weapons), the complete prohibition of outer spaco weapons, and reductions in convention;!! anus 
as bents actual circumstances. Tho big powers, possessors of tho largest and most sophisticated 
nuclear and conventional arsenals, bear n special responsibility in arms control and disarmament. 

— Preventing tho proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. The prevention of proliferation is 
not in itself the ultimate goal. Only through complete prohibition nnd thorough demotion of 
such weapons can proliferation be effectively prevented. Preventing proliferation should neither 
present an obstacle to the just rights and Interests of nil countries in lite peaceful use of science 
and technology nor rostricl or harm economic, scientific and technological development in 
developing countries. 

•• Atl nations have the right [o maintain au appropriate national dofonce capability and legitimate 
self-defence. It is nccots&ary at all stages of tho arm* ccmftol and disarmament process to ensure 
all nations from sustaining damage to thoir security. All nations, big or small, have tlic right to 
join in tlic discussions and to solve the Issue on arms control and disarmament on an equal basis. 
The implementation of intcrnatiunul anus control mid disarmament must not impair the 
independence und sovereignty of any nation, entail llie u$o of force or the throat of forco, or 
interfere with the internal affairs of any nation. 

-• All countries, particularly developed nations, should strictly control the iiatisfcr of sensitive 
materials, technologies and military equipment, practise restraint and hall the irresponsible 
transfer of weapons. 

-- Alt nations should endorse, respect and support the arms control and disarmament measures 
adopted after voluntary consultations, negotiations and agreement between nations in light of 
actual regional circumstances. 
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For many years China has adhered to Ihcso bade principles, bearing Its due share of international 
amis control nud disarmament obligations and responsibilities, working hard to promote peace 
end development for humanity. 

II. Military Personnel Reduced by One Million 

In May, 1985, China solemnly declnred thnt the People's Liberation Army (PLA) would reduce 
military personnel by one million. This was the most representative or China's many unilateral 
moves to disarmament, giving pioof of the tuition's determination to actively promote arms 
control and disarmament. This action stood in sharp contrast to the sums nice pursued by the (wo 
major military blocs existing in the world at thnt lime. 

China's vast Jand und large population have justified the necessity or maintaining n standing army 
of a certain size in order to maintain nntional security. The PL A is a people's army led by (lie 
Communist Party of China, lis duty is to consolidate national defence, resist aggression, curb 
attempts in subvert and split the nation, defend llio motherland, safeguard the people's peaceful 
labor, join in building (ho country und strive to servo tho people. 

While meeting the precondition of ensuring the interests of the national security, China lias 
always kept its military personnel ot a minimum level. For a long period following U»e founding 
of the People's Republic, China was subject to isolklion, blockade, subversion and sabotage by 
Ihc imperialists and hegemonists, and, as a result, the PLA was often on n combol-rcady alert. 
Even when faced with such circumstances, China made great efforts toward arms control and 
twice, in 1955 and 1958, effected Inrgo-scalo disarmament. The 1980s saw marked improvomont 
in China's security environment In order to concentrate on rapid economic development and to 
further raise the quality of Us nrmed forces. Hie precept Bidding China's army building was 
strategically shifted from always being prepared against a massive war of invasion to peacetime 
construction. China carried out large-scale disarmament in order to effect this goal. 

As a prelude to this extensive unilateral disarmament, die Chinese armed forces were reduced, 
reorganized and restructured between 1982 and 1984. In May, 1985, China decided to reduce its 
military personnel by one million. Action on thtc wale was rare in the sphere of contemporary 
international anus control and disarmament. 

-- Reducing personnel. Uy 10X7, the 4.23X-million-stroug PLA hod been reduced to 3.235 million. 
Subsequently, still further reductions were made. Uy 1090, the PLA manpower was reduced tn 
3.19V million, overshooting the declared target of one million men. The 1.039 million 
demobilized soldiers represented 24.5 percent of the army's original strength. 

- Dismantling and merging portions oftho military organization. Reapportionment nnd merger 
reduced Ihc number of military area commands from eleven to seven. More than 5,900 units 
above the regimental level were dispersed through dismantling, merging, demoting or reforming 

- Adoption of a civil position system. Most or the officers: on active duty working in scientific 
research, engineering, cducuiion, literature and arts and public health were reclassified os 
working in civil positions within Uio army. 

- Reductions in weaponry. Throughout the armed forces 1 0.000 artillery pieces of various kinds 
were removed from service, along with over 1,100 tanks, approximately 2,500 airplanes, nnd 
over 01 naval vessels, 
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- Opening certain militaiy facilities to the public. Nationwide, 101 military airports and 29 
militant- harbors hove been opened lo the public, and tomo military facilities liavo bocn put to 
civilinn use, 

China's unilateral, massive reduction or its armed forces took place at a timo <wiion Iho cold war 
was still on nnd the protracted disarmament talks between the U.S. and die (hen Soviet Union 
were still without outcome. This action was not only conducive to slowing the anus race between 
the two major blocs, the Enst and Wosl, nnd to tho relaxation of* International tension at the time, 
but also beneficial to the gradual creation of an atmosphere of mutual trust among tho world's 
nation*, and the improvement of tho environment for arms control and disarmament and was 
thus, n major contribution to promoting the process or Iho international amis control and 
disarmament, 

III. Maintaining a Low Level uT Defence Spending 

China has consistently stressed rationally scalod expenditure on dofence. Tho costs of defence arc 
appropriately allocated bared on the nation's financial capacities while retaining the premise of 
ovornll bnlonco. Key areas ore guaranteed attention, funds arc rationally used and strict 
economy practised so jk to ensure maximum benefits and bo sure thtil the minimum 
requirements for national defence work aro met wilt tho limited budget. Since the start of the 
reform nnd opemng-up policy. China has placed defence building In a position subordinate to 
nnd in service of overall notional economic construction. Relatively major reapportionments and 
reductions have been made so as lo strictly control defenco spending. 

China hus consistently adoptud a serious -mind i>d attitude townrd the management of spending on 
defence. A complete administrative- and regulatory system tightly geared to tf»c principles of strict 
control, strict mrmaa.cmcnl and strict supervision has been established and improved. China's 
defence budget and final accounts arc examined and approved by the National Tcoplc's Congress 
and must be strictly implemented onoo approved. The state and military auditing departments 
examine and supervise defence appropriations and the results thereby produced so as to ensure 
that defence expenditure is strictly implemented and rationally used. 

In 1994, China's expenditure on national defence totaled 55.071 billion RMB yuan; 34.09 percent 
(18.774 billion yuan) was spent on living expenses, principally on salaries, food and uniform*; 
34.22 percent (IM4:i billion yuan) was spent on maintenance of activities, principally military 
(raining, construction and maintenance of facilities, water, electricity and healing; 31, (tV percent 
(17.4^2 billion yuan) was speul on tho research efforts, teats, purchases, maintenance, 
transportation and storage of equipment. Thus, maintenance cost took up the largccl portion of 
(he defence budget. Moreover, of this expenditure, apart from the spending to ensure the 
personnel's living ami normal activities, a considerable sum, nearly 3.7 billion yuan, is speul on ' 
social welfare xuch ns pen lions for retired officers nnd schools and kindorgnricnp for children of 
military personnel. 

Plain living and hnrd working is tho people's army's fine tradition. The PLA economizes by 
frequently inventorying warehouses to make the bent u*o of stored goods, nnd repairing rulhcr 
than replacing old facilities nnd equipment. In addition, in so far as is within its capacity, it nlso 
undertakes agricultural nnd industrial production find sideline occupations and business. These 
Activities are primarily undertaken to provide jobs for tho dependent* of military personnel, 
improve the cultural nnd material life in grass-roots army units and support the us lion's overall 
economic construction. 

China's expenditure on national defence has consistently been kept at a low level necessary to 
ensure that the requirements for national security ore mcL Between 1979 and 1994 defence 
spending increased at an annual average of 6,22 percent in absolute terms. Oyer tho sntUO period, 
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die general retail price index of commodities increased 7.7 percent annually. During Uiosc Ifi 
years, an expenditure of 581.294 billion yuon would have been needed to maintain tho 1979 
level of defence spending. However, only 7l/»5 percent of this figure, 41 ft .499 billion yuan, wns 
appropriated. Expenditure on personnel's living expenses was increased by a big margin to keep 
up with the growing costs ofliving In recent years, increases in annual defence spending were 
designed for tho most part (o match price hikes and guarantee the life or U»a personnel. 

Oihia has n fairly low level of defence spending compared widi thai announced by other 
countries. It spent only $6.39 billion on dofence in 1994, which was calculated at the ovorago 
annunl exchange rata of the RMB ynnn lo the US dollar, 2.3 percent Hint spent by the United 
Suites. 1H.3 percent that by Britain. 18.6 percent that by France and 13.9 percent that by Japan. 
Per capita defonco spending by dial year was only $5.36. 

China's defence spending is low in both relative proportions nnd absolute terms. China's defence 
spending accounted for 5.6 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP) in 1979 but it dropped m 
only 1.3 percent in 1994 as compared with 4.2 porconl in the US,3/i percent in Britain and 3.1H 
percent in France; the country's defence spending accounted for 1 8.5 percent or the national 
spending in 1979 but it dropped to only 9.5 percent in 1994 as compared wtlh 18.9 percent in the 
US, 9.04 percent in Britain and 13,6 percent in France, 

The above-mentioned facts show that China's input in its defence building is low. As long as 
there is no set ions Uircat to China's sovereignty or security, China will not increase lis defence 
spending substantially or by a big margin. It will never threaten nor invade any other country. 

IV. Peaceful Uses of Military Industrial Technologies 

Beginning at tho end of the 1970s, China bogan n planned and comprehensive transfer of defence 
technologies to civilian use. This transfer is part of the nation's development strategy and will not 
only promote national economic development but also help to consolidate China's achievements 
in arms control and disarmament. 

During Die course of this transfer, China has effected a major readjustment in military products 
research and production capacity, converting two-thirds to serving economic construction. In 
addition, it has reformed Uio management «y$Lom and the defence tnduiLrics and product mi,\, 
pulling its accomplishment? in defence science nnd technology to civilian use. 

In 1989, Oiina cslabluliod a "Civilian Applications of Military Technology Liaison Group" 
composed of pcoplo from Hto State Planning Commission, tho State Scientific and Technological 
Commission and the Commission of Science, Technology nnd Industry for National Defence. In 
provinces and municipalities with concentrations of defonco industries, leading groups have 
been established to coordinate die transfer fiom military to civilian use, strengthening 
orgnnbtttion in the organic inclusion of such transfers in national, regional nnd industrial 
development plans. Today, the government departments formerly in charge of military 
production have already been changed into general corporations within their respective trades 
and, in accordance with the principles of tho socialist market economy, will step by step develop 
into economic entities engaging in research, production and business. 

During the Sixth (1981-1985) and Seventh (1950-1990) Five- Ycnr Plans for Economic nnd 
Social Development, China invested approximately four Vidian yuan in projects aimed at 
effecting tho transfer. During tho Eighth Five -Year Plan (1991-1995), art additional more than ten 
billion yuan has been invosicd. The military Industrial enterprises enjoy the same scries of 
preferential policies and reform moasuroa die clato offors for facilitating Uio operation of 
enterprises and follow tho contract responsibility system. As is stipulated in dteir contracts, (hose 
enterprise*! will pay a portion of their profits to the government in addition to laxes. The 
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remaining profits from civilian goods production will be mostly wed to expand production of 
such good* and improve the lifo of the wrorlcors. 

Transforming China's defence industry gradually from its former incarnation «. a monolithic 
producer of military products to today's diversified producer of products for military and civilian 
urn lins ensured flint the needs of peacetime national dofence building arc met, while at the same 
lime nroducinE high quality industrial and consumer goods for society at large, lima playing an 
important role in national economic construction. M a result of technical trans formation and 
newly built project* under the direction of the iwtionnl industrial policy, approximately 430 
production Imcn arc now operating in the defence Industry at a certain economic scale producing 
civilian consumer goods. The output value of civilian consumer goads produced by defence 
industry department* has boon increasing at an annual overage of 21) percent and in 1IW 
rcproentcd approximately HO percent of the total output value of the defence industry as 
opposed to eight percent in 1979. 

Todav, such enterprises have the capacity to produce mora than 1 5,000 products Tor civilian use 
in over SO categories, including telecommunications goods, energy and communications products, 
textiles, Jighl industrial jjoods, medicines and -medical apparatus, and engineering and building 
materials. Outputs or some productg account for h substantial proportion or the national totals. 
For example, automobiles account Tor 9 percent, motorcycles 60 percent, railway cargo transport 
trams 26 percent and fully meclmul/cd coal culling equipment 24 percent. In addition, the 
national defence science and technology industries hove used military facilities and technology to 
develop and produce civil aircraft, including the Y u n.5, Yun-7, Ynn-ft and Yun-12. and have 
cooperated wilh a foreign company iu producing the MD-82 and MD-90 Inrgo passenger planes; 
the Industries have also developed und produced the Galaxy-H supercomputer capable of doing 
one billion operations per second and its application software, the 300,000-KW Qinshan Nuclear 
Power Station, shuttle oil tankers, multi-function container ships, large air-cooled container 
ships and other new and hi-tCCh products. Between 19«4 and 1994, China launched 1 1 satellites 
fur civilian use. Newly launched communications satellites have increased satellite television 
coverage in China to 82 percent. The motcorological satellite system has brought increased 
Accuracy to weather forecasting, (litis substantially reducing economic losses caused by natural 
calamities Satellite remote sensing technology has produced great economic benefits in national 
curtalruGlion 

China has established a center for tho application or the national defence technologies and u 
network to disseminata products and information in ordor to belter convert such technologies to 
civilian use in n planned way. In the loat dozen yean or so, moro than 2,500 defence 
technologies have been released for civilian use, greatly promoting technological progress and 
development in relevant fields. 

The defence industry hag cooperated extensively with foreign partners in developing products for 
civilian use. My l'W4, over 300 Siuo-foroign joint ventures had been established In China. 

China's effort* to benefit mankind through military technology have drawn the attention of tho 
international community. The seminars on the transfer of military technology to civilian use 
jointly held bv China and the United Nations in Beijing and in Hong Kong received positive 
worldwide response. The declaration on such tnmsfcis issued by the 1993 Hong Kong seminar 
staled thai world peace and sustained economic development arc the common wish of all the 
worlds people: disarmament and pence are complementary, and the transfer of military 
technology to civilian use is an indispensable link In the chain of promoting disarmament and 
peace and development. 
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Tho transfer of military technology 10 civilian use has contributed to national economic 
construction in China and lies also provided vaiiouj countries in the world wiUi successful 
oxporicnec for ftuch conversion in pcacoumo. 

V. Strict Control over (he Transfer of Sensitive Materials and 
Military Equipment 

The transfer of sensitive materials and military equipment is c major issue in die field of 
international arms control And disarmament and one which China litis consistently approached 
with the utmost gravity. 

China supports the three major goals ?cl forlli lu the Ticaty on the Won- Proliferation or Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT): preventing the spread of nuclear weapons, accelerating nuclear disarmament, 
and promoting international cooperation in the penccful utilization of nuclear onorgy. China has 
consistently stood for the complete prohibition and thorough do&iruciion of nuclear weapons, 
pursuing a policy of not supporting, encouraging or engaging in the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons and not assisting any other country in tho development of nich weapons. At the ftnmo 
lime, China holds that preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons should not proceed 
without due regard for die Just rights and interests of all countries in tho peaceful use of nuclear 
energy, particularly in tho case of developing countries. There must not be a double standard 
whereby anti-nuclear proliferation ic used as a pro!«t to limit or retard the peaceful uso of 
nuclear energy by developing nations. i 

Cliina holds dial die safeguard regime of Oio Intern o lion a! Atomic Rnorgy Agency (IAEA) is an 
important component of the efforts to assure (ho effectiveness of the N PT . Even prior to acceding 
to (he treaty, China undertook to fulfill tho obligation;; stipulated by the IAEA Statute, including 
tho obligation to apply IAEA safeguard. Since 1992 when it became a party lu the Uualy, it Ims 
strictly fulfilled all its obligation* under the Trcnly, including ihc obligation to cooperate fully 
with the I AHA in safeguard application. China follows three principles regarding nuclear exports: 
exports serving peaceful use only* accepting IAEA's safeguards, and no retransfers to a third 
country without China's consent. Only specialized government-designated companies can handle 
nuclear exports and in each instance they mast apply for approval from relevant government 
departments. All export? of nuclear materials and equipment will be subject to IAEA safeguard 
China has never exported sensitive technologies such as those for uranium enrichment, 
. reprocessing and heavy wtifor production. 

With n view to suppoiting IAEA safoguard, China officially declared in November, 1991 thai on 
a continuing basis it would report to the I ABA any export to or import from non-nuclear- weapon 
states involving nuclear materials of one effective kilogram or more. In July, 1993, China 
formally promised that it would voluntarily report to the agency any imports or exports of nuclear 
materials, and all exports of nuclcat equipment and related non-nuclear materials. 

In l*JXS. Giinn declared that it would of ilP own free will submit part of its civilian nuclear 
facilities to the IAEA for safeguard. In I98fc\ Chinn and die IAEA signed an agreement on 
voluntary safeguard, under wlucli Chinn provided the IAEA with a list or facilities subject to such 
safeguard and established SSAC. The system is supervised, administered and operated 
respectively hy the competent government departments, die safeguarded nuclear Ifleililies units 
concerned and technological support units. The competent government department is rcspousihlc 
for orgnniAtng the implementation i.f tho safeguard agreement bclwccu China and the IAKA. 
The nuclear facility unit is responsible for establishing measurement, recording and reporting 
regimes in line with tho requirements of (ho agreement, as woll as receiving on-tho-silo 
investigations by IAEA inspectors. 
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Chi» K« confidently advocated the complete position and thorough felmd. m d dwm«I 
wcTon* H does not produce nor po«em chemical weapons. Cli.na was in the first ( group of" 
««E o &Z £&»«*** oX P-hibition of Ihc Developing M StodjjtjB 
MduS of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction, and jomed in the vv«rk of the 
Prcn^tnry Common of to Organization for ihc Prohibition of Chemical Weapons in a 
SS^««^ manner. China ikelf milted greatly from corneal wenpons m 
To ^0 quantities of chemical weapons abandoned by Japanese ««»! have been 
fouS ££. lo this day. which still threaten to safety and live, and the l.v.ns «w 1= ^t of 
he local Chinese people. Chin demands Am, in keeping with Ihc st-pulahons of Ihc convention 
he „ M chemical weapons in other countries destroy nil such weapons JMOOO » 
possible Chin:, hopes Hurt the convention will BO into effect ai an oily dote and U «>°"> u f* 
and cffcclivcly ioiplcincmod. so as to free mankind a* aoou n 3 possible from the threat ol 
chemical weapons and bring abe\it a world free of cuch weapons. 

Drum has a massive civilian chemical industry. H is, however, very cautious and responsible with 
retard to the export of chemicals tlint could be used to manufacture chemical weapons and 
rclnlcd technologic* imd equipment, and refuses to export such chemicals if ihcy arc to be used 
for the purpose of manufacturing chemical weapons. In order lo ensure the exported chemical* 
and thoir production tccliaology and equipment not lo be used in prodacing chemical weapons, 
die Chine-Hi government hus formulated regulation* and measures for the control of llteir 
exportation. A detailed list or chemiculs subject to export control 1ms been drawn up in 
accordance with the Verification Annex of the convention. Import and export of chemical* on 
this list and technologies and equipment used in their manufacture are under the centrahwid 
management of the Ministry of Chemical industry (MCI). Business related lo such imports and 
export* U handled by specialized enterprises dcsipnolod by MCI and the Ministry of Foreign 
Trade and Economic Cooperation (MOTTEC). MCI, MOFTEC and the Gonornl Administration 
of Customs (GAQ lake joint responsibility for examining and approving imports and exports, 
issuing licenses nnd malting inspections. China insists that the governments of importing 
countries provide nssnrnnccs that the relevant goods imported from China arc not used to 
manufacture chemical weapons or rciranafcrrcd to t» third oounlry. 

Chiiin has consistently advocated n complete prohibition and thorough destruction of biological 
weapons. II opposes the production of biological weapons by any country nnd tftok prolifcratlnn 
in nny form by any country. In l°H4, China decoded to the Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Development," Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriologicnt (Biological) and Toxin Weapons 
and on Their Destruction, and since that date It has fully and conscientiously fulfilled its 
obligations under the convention. Sinso 1987, China has year after year reported to the llnitod 
Notions on convention-related infonnation and data in accordance with the decisions of the 
Review Conferences of the convention. China supports measures that help strengthen Ihc 
effectiveness of the convention. It will actively join in discussions of the Ad Hoc Group on 
promoting international cooperation, enhancing trust, strengthening verification, nnd other wows. 

With regard to the transfer or military equipment and related technology, China respects the right 
of every country to self-defence aimed at snfegunrding its own security in accordance with tho 
relevant principles ctmlaincd in the Charter or tho United Nations, but nt the same lime, it is very 
concerned about the adverse effects on world security and regional stability arisinc from 
cvccssivc accumulations of weaponry. 

For many years until the early 1980s, Chinn did not engage in weapons export Irado, find since 
then die volume of such exports bus hecn very limited In accordance with a resolution by the 
UN General Assembly, China participates hi the United Nation* register of conventional arm* 
transfers, which clearly ahows thnt Chinu's exports f conventional weapons constitute only fl 
very' »i«« 11 portion as compared with die United Stales, Russia, Britain. France or Germany. 
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China consistently adheres to a series of principle* on conventional weapons transfers. The 
export of such vroapous should help the recipient nation increase It* appropriate defence capacity. 
The transfer must not impair peace, safety or etabiHly regionally or globally* China docs mil use 
trade in weaponry to interfere in sovereign states' intern*! affaire. 

China exercises a strict control over tho transfer of military equipment and related (cchuologtcs 
rind hns established an appropriate administrative organisation and operating mechanism to \\\\$ 
end. The Slate Administrative Committee on Military Producls Trade (SACMPT), under the 
guidance of the Stalo Council and the Central Military Com mission, is responsible for the 
centralized control of transfers of military equipment and related technologies. lis main function 
is drafting laws and policies governing Such transfers. It is mainly comprised of lending 
personnel of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Headquarters of the General Stall", llie 
Commission of Science. Technology and InduMty for National Defence, MOPTEC and oilier 
relevant departments. Ab the administrative arm of the SACMPT, tho Stnto Bureau or Mitittiry 
Products Trade is responsible for handling day-to-day affairs. 

Government departments and companies engaged in transfers of military equipment and 
technologies must ho authorized, registered and approved by the government. Their activities 
must remain strictly within the business scope approved. Contracts for transfers of military 
equipment and technologies require approval before going into effect Major transfer items nnd 
cntitrnclb must he examined by the SACMPT and approved by tho Slate Council and the Control 
Military Commission. Stem logal sanctions shall be toVon against any company or individual 
who transfers military equipment and technologies without proper government examination and 
approval 

The principles and measures to prevent the proliferation of weaponry and unwarranted transfers 
of military equipment that China has consistently uphold have helped safeguard world peace nnd 
regional stability and promote the healthy development of international arm* con I ml nnd 
disarmament. 

VI. Actively Promoting International Arms Control and 
Disarmament 

China has always held that tho realization of disarmament and the safeguard of world peace call 
for the common efforts by all nations in tho vvorld, China has long stressed and supported 
international community's sustained efforts to promote arms control and disarmament. Since 
China was restored to its legitimate scat in tho United Nations in 1971, it has even more actively 
porttetpotcd in international arms control and disarmament activities. 

China conscientiously attends meetings of the United Nations General Assembly, the First 
Committee which considers Issues on disarmament and international security and the 
Disarmament Commission of the United Nations. It acut high-level delegations in the three UN 
special sessions on disarmament ittsuos and to die UN Conference on the Relationship Between 
Disarmament ntul Development. 

China stresses and supports tho conclusion or arms control and disarmament agreements and 
treaties through negotiation* Beginning in I*>X0, it 1ms formally joined in the wort: of the 
Geneva Conference on Disarmament and has actively promoted negotiations on a wide variety 
of disarmament issues and the conclusion ofrelevaut conventions. 

China appreciates nnd supports disarmament activities proposed hy the United Nations. In I9R7 t 
China, in cooperation with die United Nations, hnstod tho Regional Symposium on World 
Disarmament Campaign in Beijing. In rospense to United Nations' proposals, China carried out 
extensive publicity on disarmament ietnoc and implemented a series of nationwide activities I I 
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including an "International Ponce Year* and a ■Disarmament Decade.* On many occasions it 
sent representatives to UN expert group meetings and symposiums on disarmament and 
international security issues, conscientiously and responsibly making its own contributions to the 
drafting or fair and rational research reports. 

In interna l ion <t I disarmament activities Chins hns consistently given active support to reasonable 
disarmament proposals and initiatives by Uic Third World countries. In tho early 1970s, China 
supported the proposal by Sri Lanka and other countries thai tho Indian Ocean bo designated a 
Zone of Pence. In 1973, China signed the Additional Protocol 11 of the Treaty for the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons in Utin America and the Caribbean (Trent)' of TIuiololco) and in I9K7 tho 
relevant protocols of the South Pacific Nuclcar-Froc Zone Treaty (Treaty of Rsrotongii). China 
hus ulways respected and supported the demands of die countries concerned for the csiahlishmcnl 
or nuclear- weapon. free '/one* on the basis of voluntary consultations and agreements mid in 
accordance with actual local circumstances. Given this consistent position, China welcomes the 
African Nuclcar-Wo;ipon*Prce Zone Treaty agreed upon by the African nations, and supports Ihc 
proposal by relevant nations on tho establishment of nuclcar-fico rconcs in the Koican Peninsula, 
South Asia. .Southeast Asia nnd the Middle East. Correspondingly, Chinn holds bilateral 
consultations with various nations on onus control and disarmament issues, cither on regular or 
ad hoe basis. 

China luis acceded to a series of major international arms control and disarmament treaties and 
conventions, including tho Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, 
Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, tho Convention on 
Prohibition or Restriction on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Bo Doomed 
to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, tho Antarctic Treaty, (he Treaty on 
Principles Governing the Activities of Slates in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 
Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, tho Convention on the PiohUiiliou of the 
Development. Production and Stockpiling or Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons 
and on Their Destruction, the Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons 
and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on llic Seabed and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil 
'Thereof, and the Treaty on tho Non-Praliferntion of Nuclear Weapons. China is also signatory to 
the Convention on the Proliihilton of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of 
Chemical Weapons and on Thoir Destruction. China attaches great importance to lite active role 
ihcso international legal documents play in promoting international amis control and 
disarmament and has earnestly and conscientiously fulfilled its own obligations under tho 
agreements. A Chinese delegation is currently actively participating in the negotiation on the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Teal Dan Treaty and the Convention on Banning the Production of 
Fissitc Materials for Nuclear Weapons or Other Nuclear Explosive Devices. 

China is actively promoting, the international anus control and disarmament process with both 
real actions on lb own part nnd ninny realistic and toasomtblc proposals, 

As carle as 1%*, Ihc Chinese government issued a statement calling for tho complete, thorough, 
utter and resolute prohibition and destruction of nuclear weapons. Oilna has persistently 
exercised grcnt restraint in tho dovclopmonl of nuclear weapons and its nuclear arsenal has been 
very limited It hns developed nuclear weapons for self-defence, not as a threat to other countries. 
It has not joined nnd will not join in tho nuclear arms race nnd hat consistently maintained 
restraint over unclear testing. 

The Chinese government has from the very beginning opposed nuclear blackmail and die nuclear 
deterrent policy On October lf>. 1904, tho Chinese government offered n solemn proposal: a 
summit conference be held to discuss tho complete prohibition nnd thorough destruction of 
nuclear weapons and that nuclear-weapon states commit themselves not to use nuclear weapons 
against non-nuclear-weapon states and nueloar-wcapou-froc zones or against each other. Prom ■ 
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die first day it pined nucl«r weapons. China has solemnly undertaken not to bo (he first to use 
nuclear weapons at any time and in any circumstance and uncondiUcnally not to uao or threaten 

to uso nuclear weapons against non- 

nucloar-WGopcn *ate. or nuclcar-wcopon-frce zones. China as n miclear-wwpon stale neve 
shka uwny from Us d«o obligations, advocator that nuclear-weapon slates should undertake not 
lo be the first to use nuclear weapons and repeatedly propose dint nuclear-weapon shies 
negotiate and conclude an International treaty on the no-first-use of nuclcnr weapons against ; each 
other In Januurv 1094, China formally presented n dratl for the Treaty on ibe No-huBl-Usc of 
Nuclear Wcapenc to the United Slates. Russia, Britain, France and other counlnc;, proposm 6 that 
the five nuclear-weapon slates hold firsl-round discussions on tho treaty in Beijing as soon as 
possible On Apiil 5, 1995, China made another official statement, rcilcrnUnfi itt unconditional 
provision of "ncualive security assurance" to nil nmwmclcar-wcnpon states, at the same tmic 
undcrHtkin £ lo provide these nations with "positive security assurance. - Thcso positions taken by 
China have won the support of a $rcol many countries without nuclear weapons. 

China advocates prevention of Uic proliferation of nuclear weapons as part or the process of 
eliminating such wcapous. In Ma> 1995, at the Conference on the Roviow and Extension of the 
Trcaly on the Non-Prolircration or Nuclear Weapons, China supported the decision in 
indefinitely extend the treaty and the three decisions on the principles and objectives for nuclear 
non-proliferation and disarmament, on enhancing the review process of the troaly nnd on tho 
Middle liaxi Nuclcat-Weapon-Frcc Zone. China holds that tho results of the conference accord 
with tho inlcrcaut of all the parties to tho treaty and Will help maintain world peace, security and 
stability. China believes that the indefinite extension of this treaty reaffirms tire objectives of 
international cooperation in nuclear disarmament, die prevention of miclonr proliferation and (he 
promotion of die peaceful uso of nuclear energy and should not be interpreted as permitting the 
mictcar-wcuport stales to rolain possession ofnuclcar weapons forever. 

During the wld war, China resolutely oppoacd the amis race between the two superpower, the 
United Suites and the former Soviet Union, and stressed thai Ihc key to success in disarmament 
laid in the two superpowers taking real action on their own initiative. In 1978 ol the First Special 
Session on Disarmament of the Untied Nations, China pioposcd that, as the Iwo superpowers had 
more nuclear and conventional arms than any other country, ihey must take the lead in 
disarmament In 19X2 at the Second Special Session on Disarmament of tho United Nations, 
China went a tfep further by pulling forth a concrolc proposal: Tho United Slates and the then 
Soviet Union should stop testing, improving and producing nuclear weapons and should tako tho 
leud in drastically reducing Ihcir stockpiles of all types of nuclear weapons and means of 
delivery. China's proposal that the "Iwo superpowers lake the lead" met with uniform approval 
from Ihc international community and has played an active role in promoting negotiations 
bclwccu ihc two nations, creating actual progross towards disarmament. 

In an cflort lo realize step hy step Ihc objective of buildinc a world free (Vom nuclear weapons, 
in IW. China put forward a complete, interrelated proposal for Uic nuclear disarmament 
process at the A'hU Session of the UN General Assembly. All nuclear-weapon states should 
douluro unconditionally that they will not bo the first to use nuclear weapons and immediately 
begin negotiations towards a treaty to this effect; efforts (o establish nuclctir-wcnpon-frcc wines 
should be supported and guarantees given not to use or threaten lo uso nuclear weapons against 
non-nuclear-weapon states or nuclear-wcopon-frce /ones; n comprehensive nuclear test ban 
troaly be negotiated and concluded no later than IWO; tho major nuclear powers should 
implement existing nuclear disarmament treaties as scheduled and further substantially reduce 
Ihoir nuclear weapon stockpiles, a convention banning production of fissilo materials for nuclear 
weapons be negotiated and concluded; a convention prohibiting hII nuclear weapons be signed, 
whereby all nuclcar-wcapon stales undertake to completely destroy existing slocks of nuclear 
weapons under effective international supervision; active efforts should bo made to promote 
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international cooperation in pcoccful uses of nuclosr energy while preventing the proliferation of 
nuclear woapons and promoting iho process of nuclear disarmament. 

Nuclear disarmament and conventional disarmament have all nlon g been the two priority tasks in 
the sphere of disarmament. In 1986, China presented two proposals on nuclear and conventional 
disnnnament for tlic* first time at the UN Gcnoml Assembly, pointing out that tho Uullod States 
and the then Soviet Union had special responsibilities both for nuclear and conventional 
disarmament. Subsequently, for five years Cliina had presented these two proposals to the First 
Committee of the UN General Assombiy, and thoy hnd been adopted by consensus, This action 
on China's part played an important role in generating real progress in nuclear and conventional 
disarmament in the Into 1980s and early 1990s. 

Cliinn opposes the arms race in outer spaee. Beginning in 1984, Jl has on many occasions 
proposed to the UN General Assembly draft resolutions on preventing such arms race. China 
maintains dial outer spucu belongs to nil mankind and should be used exclusively for peaceful 
purposes, No country should dovclop any kind of weapon to be used in outer space: outer space 
should be kept "weapon free " 

In recent years, the issue of transparency in armaments has attracted the attention of all countries. 
In 1091, China submitted a working paper to iho Dumrmamont Commission of tlvc United 
Notions entitled "Basic Positions on Objective Information on Mitilary Matters," presenting an 
overview of China's position: Transparency In armaments Is aimed at advancinii peace, security 
and stability for every country and region and tho entire world; nccoidiugly the fundiuncMnl 
principle thai the security of individual ctatos should not bo compromised should be upheld. Tho 
specific measures for transparency should be decided on through equal consultations hy all 
countries and be implemented on voluntary basis. These principles play on active role in 
promoting the imp lemon la lion of proper and feasible transparonoy measures. 

China attaches great importance to regional disarmament. In 1991, China submitted a working 
paper on regional disarmament to tho Disarmament Commission of the United Nations containing 
a complete set of principles and positions. Bilateral, regional and multilateral di sunn nm out should 
be mutually promoting. The creation of favourable externa! conditions and environment is 
absolutely necessary in the promotion of regional disarmament: countries outside the region, 
particularly theme with tho largest arsenals, should actlvoly cooperate with and give uncrgotfc 
support to regional disarmament efforts. In considering regional disarmament issues, 
interregional ditTcrcnccs In security environmont and level or armament should be 
acknowledged imd respected; in terms of measures to bo taken or process to Ixs followed there is 
no model applicable Tor alt regions. China's position ca above was adopted in the main hi the 
Disarmament Commission's final document. 

China is located in the Asian-Pacific rogion, and understandably is specially concerned with (he 

security, stability, peace and development in this region. In 1994, China ptcsonlcd three basic 

objectives for the retfinn's security: maintenance of stability and prosperity in China, 

safeguarding luug-tctm peace and stability in its surrounding environment, and imtiatinu 

dialogues and cooperation on tho basis of mutual respect and equality, In cognizance of (he 

Asian-Pacific region's particular circumstances, China hold* thai with regard lo security and 

cooperation in the region the following principles ami mensurcs In realize litem should be 

followed and adopted: On the basis of the Charter of (he United Nations and the Plvc Principles 

of Pcocofut Coexistence [mutual reject for territorial integrity and auvorctgnty, mutual non- 

aggrcssion, a on -interference in each other's internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and 

peaceful coexistence -ir.], establish a new mutual rcBpect nnd friendly relationship between * 

nations; with promoting common coonomip development as the objective, establish economic 

rehilions based nn equality, mutual henefil and mutual cooperation; settle conflicts and disputes 

between nations within the region through consultations on the basis of the principle of equality f fy 
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and peaceful resolution, so as to step by step remove the factors of instability in tho region; with 
itic promotion of the region's peace nnd security as the purpose, adhere to (lie principle of arms 
only being used in defence and refrain from any form of arms race; and promote various forms 
orbilnicral or multilateral dialogues and consultations on iho security issue so as to enhance trust 
and understanding. China's position lias won understanding and support from the Asinn-rnciric 
countries. 

China 1ms consistently stressed friendly, good-nciphborly relations with adjacent countries and 
has actively promoted measures to establish bilateral trust. In recent years, Ctiina has held niutli- 
lovol conKulUiliun* with o number of neighbouring countries and ho 8 taken a sorios of practical 
actions China nnd tlic former Soviet Union signed an Agreement on Principles Governing the 
Mutual Reduction of Military Forces and the Enhancement of Confidence in the Military Field in 
Uto Border Arcus. Tho leaders of China and Russia issued a joint statement M on no first use of 
nuclear weapons against each other and on not targeting their respective strategic nuclear 

weapons at each other." China and India concluded an Agrcemenl on tho Maintenance of Peace 
and Tranquillity Along the Line or Actual Control in tho Border Areas. At the requests of 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan, Chino insuod a statement providing security gunrnnlccs to tho two 
countries. 

Concluding Remarks 

Looking buck over mankind's long history of war and peace, one is deeply struck by the fact that 
peace docs not come easily and thus should be doubly troasurcd. 

In recent years, pence has not prevailed in the world though there has been some relaxation in 
the international situation. On the regional level, tensions persist. Armed conflicts and local wars 
break out continuously and hegemomsm and power politics arc still lingering ou. While old 
contradictions have yet to be fundamentally resolved, uew contradictions cmcrgo. International 
amis control and disarmament is still a kins-term, arduous task. The complete eradication of the 
disaster nf war and the reali/ation of a complete and lasting peace, therefore, remain a highly 
complex and difficult task before the pence-loving people of tho world. 

The world wants uencc. nations want development and society wants progress and this has 
become the mcsisliblc tide of the day. As long ns the peoples of all nations work together, 
adhering to the road of peace and development, continuing to unfloggingly promote die arms 
control nnd disarmament process, and sparing no effort to establish a new peaceful, stnble, fair 
and reasonable international political and economic order on the basis of the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence and other commonly recognized standards for international relations, a 
long-lasting peace is possible, ond the righteousness of pence and dovolopmonl will ultimately 
and veritably triumph over the ovils of war. 

In the future China will unswervingly promote arms eontrol ond disannnincnl ns <t has in the pnsl, 
joining together with the peace-loving ponplo of alt the nntionp in the world, working untiringly 
to bring a peaceful, stable, prosperous and happy new world into the 21st century. 
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